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The Washington Post fo’day 
concludes publication on ,Page 
A23, of the Penkovsky Papers 
around which has twirled 
much controversy as to their 
source and authenticity. : 

The Soviet Union on Satur- 
day protested the publication. 
In addition, a letter to the 
editor ®f; ' The . Washington 
Post from the Soviet embassy, 
printed, today, q^, Page A21, 
calls the paper/ .l“a crude 
forgery cooked jhp ,tyvo years 
after -Penkovsky 's conviction 
by those' . whom .the exposed 
spy served.” y:':^ 

The Washington' Pqst also 
is printing, on page A22, the 
first of two articles by, Victor 
Zorza, Soviet affairs expert 
! of The Sjanchester Guardian, 
j analyzing the ■ papers, He 
1 writes that “the book itself 
contains the evidence show- 
ing certain parts of it to be a 
forgery even though other 
sections of the book are evi- 
dently made up qf" intelli- 
gence information ' provided 
by Penkovsky long before his 
arrest.” ■ . 

Last month Zorza Had writ- 


ten Vladimir E, Semichastny, 
chairman of the Sov.iet State 
Security Committee, 'gsking for 
evidence to support the charge 
that the papers were forgeries. 
On Saturday an official from 
the Soviet embassy in London 
asked to meet Zorza and de- 
clared that the book is "a 
iifabricatioh from beginning to 
-end.” 

Zorza -aaid the official gave 
only one p-icce of evidence- 
an ilfconsistcncy of dates. At 
one point Penkovsky had said 
that recruitment, of , .Commu- 
nist Party members '‘in the 
West for work s/Jln Soviet in- 
telligence had resuriibd in 11956- 
57. At another point it said 
this occurred in I960. ; ' 

Officials at the Central In- 
telligence Agency, whose 
agents dealt with and inter- j 
rogated Penkovsky before '•his I 
arrest, say that they read the 
papers only to deter m i n'e 
vv h e t h e r their publication, 
would compromise intelligence 
sources. They refuse to pass 
judgment for the press, on 
authenticity. 


Approved For Release 2001/07/26 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000600250036-3 



